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He had set his heart on qualifying for the Bar-
When he was able to save enough money he made
the trip to England and devoted himself with
characteristic fury to his studies. At school he
had been an indifferent student, but he had no
difficulty in obtaining a first-class and topping the
list of successful candidates in the Bar Examin-
ation. His perseverance and industry are reserved
fcr the most significant occasions. As soon as
the examination was over, he left for India, not
stopping to visit any European country. That was
not a part of his purpose and Vallabhbhai has no
intellectual curiosity.
It was not the spell of the doctrine, but the
fascination of the man that attracted Vallabhbhai
to Gandhi. Gujerat was in the backwaters of
Indian politics and Gandhi's bold and unequivocal
lead was creating quite a stir. Himself a strong
man, the tremendous self-assurance of the
Mahatea made a great impression on Vallabhbhai
and when Gandhiji had sketched out a programme
that was both practical and militant, Vallabhbhai
joined him. From that moment he increasingly
relieved Gandhi of his routine work and made
himself an indispensable lieutenant. He toured
from village to village carrying the message of
Ms master and built up organisations which took:
part in peasant struggles. The most remarkable
of these was the No-Tax Campaign at Bardoli in
1928. The whole nation watched the peasants
under the leadership of Vallabhbhai resisting
the repression that a powerful Government